Summary:

The 6th BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation) summit is set to be held in Bangkok on April 4, 2025. It will be the first
in-person summit since 2018, with the previous summit held virtually in 2022. The theme for
this year’s summit is "prosperous, resilient, and open BIMSTEC." The summit is expected to
result in the adoption of the 5th BIMSTEC Declaration and the signing of an agreement on
maritime transport cooperation.

Ahead of the summit, speculation surrounds a potential meeting between Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser, Prof. Mohammed Yunus, on the
sidelines of the summit. While Bangladesh’s Foreign Secretary confirmed that a meeting has
been scheduled, India's Ministry of External Affairs has not officially confirmed it.

Prime Minister Modi’s schedule in Bangkok includes bilateral meetings with various
dignitaries, including Thai Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Thai King Maha
Vajiralongkorn. Modi will also attend a dinner hosted in honor of visiting Heads of
Government and State.

The summit comes amidst ongoing tensions, particularly concerning Myanmar’s recent
devastating earthquake. Bilateral relations within BIMSTEC have remained challenging,
especially with the Rohingya crisis affecting Bangladesh-Myanmar ties and the recent
political changes in Bangladesh impacting its relationship with India.
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Key Points:

1.BIMSTEC Summit: The 6th BIMSTEC summit will be held in Bangkok on April 4, 2025,
marking the first physical summit since 2018, with the previous summit held virtually in 2022.
2.Meeting Uncertainty: There is uncertainty regarding a potential meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser, Prof. Mohammed Yunus, on the
sidelines of the summit. While Bangladesh Foreign Secretary confirmed the meeting, India's
Ministry of External Affairs has not confirmed it.

3.BIMSTEC Theme: The theme of this year’s summit is "prosperous, resilient, and open
BIMSTEC," and it is expected to lead to the adoption of the 5th BIMSTEC Declaration.

4 Maritime Agreement: An agreement on maritime transport cooperation is expected to be
signed during the summit.

5.Bilateral Meetings: PM Modi is scheduled to hold bilateral meetings with several
dignitaries, including Thai PM Paetongtarn Shinawatra and Thai King Maha Vajiralongkorn.
6.Myanmar Earthquake: The summit is taking place against the backdrop of the recent
devastating earthquake in Myanmar, which has raised concerns among member states.
7.Regional Relations: While BIMSTEC has made progress in forming a common charter,
bilateral relations, particularly between India and Bangladesh, remain uncertain after political
changes in Bangladesh.
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5. What is the theme of the 6th BIMSTEC summit in 20257

a) Strengthening Regional Cooperation

b) Prosperous, Resilient, and Open BIMSTEC

¢) The Future of Maritime Cooperation

d) Enhancing Trade and Economic Cooperation

Answer: b) Prosperous, Resilient, and Open BIMSTEC

Explanation: The theme of the 6th BIMSTEC summit is "prosperous, resilient, and open
BIMSTEC," which reflects the goal of fostering regional cooperation and resilience in the Bay
of Bengal region.
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6. Which agreement is expected to be signed at the 6th BIMSTEC summit?

a) Trade and Economic Cooperation Agreement

b) Agreement on Maritime Transport Cooperation

¢) Regional Peace Agreement

d) Anti-Terrorism Agreement

Answer: b) Agreement on Maritime Transport Cooperation

Explanation: The BIMSTEC summit is expected to lead to the signing of an agreement on
maritime transport cooperation, highlighting the importance of regional collaboration in
maritime affairs.
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