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SOURCE : THE HINDU

Description (English):

The Waqgf (Amendment) Bill 2025 was passed by Parliament after a 14-hour debate in the
Rajya Sabha, with 128 votes in favor and 95 against. The government defended the bill as a
move to ensure transparency in Wagqf property administration, while the Opposition claimed
it marginalizes the Muslim community. A controversial provision allowing non-Muslim
members in the Waqf Board and Central Waqf Council was hotly debated but ultimately
retained. The government stressed that these members would not influence decisions but
would only contribute to the board’s functioning.

Key Points (English):

. Wagqf (Amendment) Bill 2025 passed after 14-hour Rajya Sabha debate
. Passed with 128 votes for, 95 against

. Opposition claimed it targets the Muslim community

. Inclusion of non-Muslim members in Waqf Board highly contested

. Govt said inclusion is for transparency and secular governance

. Clause amendment to remove non-Muslim inclusion defeated
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3. What is the main purpose stated by the government for introducing the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill 20257

A. To promote interfaith dialogues

B. To reduce Waqf Board’s powers

C. To bring transparency in Wagqf property administration

D. To nationalize all Waqgf properties

Answer: C. To bring transparency in Waqgf property administration

Explanation: The government stated that the bill aims to improve transparency and efficiency
in managing Waqf properties.
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4. What was the controversial provision debated in the Waqgf (Amendment) Bill 20257

A. Taxing Wadqf properties

B. Nationalization of mosques

C. Inclusion of non-Muslims in the Waqf Board

D. Abolishing the Central Waqgf Council

Answer: C. Inclusion of non-Muslims in the Waqf Board

Explanation: The provision to include non-Muslim members in Waqf Boards and the Central
Wagf Council was strongly opposed by the Opposition but retained by the government.
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