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Description (English):

As the U.S. tightens its visa norms and restricts academic freedom under a growing
xenophobic climate, Indian students and researchers are increasingly exploring alternatives
like Germany and other European nations. While this presents an opportunity for India to
welcome returnees and talent, the lack of robust research infrastructure, collaborative
culture, and academic freedom poses challenges. To truly benefit from this shift, India must
invest more in research, reform social and institutional norms, and uphold liberal academic
values that support global talent and innovation.

Key Points (English):

U.S. revoking visas reflects rising xenophobia and shrinking academic freedom
Indian students turning to Europe for affordability and flexibility

India's opportunity to attract returnees through improved research culture
Challenges include lack of collaboration, rigid social hierarchies, and limited
academic freedom

Need for both public and private investment in research infrastructure

India must recreate liberal academic values to compete globally
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1.Why are Indian students considering alternatives to the U.S. for higher studies?

a) Lack of job opportunities in India

b) High demand for engineers in Europe

c) Visa revocations and decline in academic freedom in the U.S.

d) Language issues in the U.S.

Answer: ¢) Visa revocations and decline in academic freedom in the U.S.

Explanation: Rising hostility, including visa cancellations and reduced academic freedom in
the U.S., has prompted Indian students to explore other countries.
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2.What is one major barrier preventing Indian researchers abroad from returning to India?
a) High cost of living

b) Lack of professional degrees

c) Workplace struggles and rigid institutional culture

d) Lack of internet facilities



Answer: c) Workplace struggles and rigid institutional culture
Explanation: Daily struggles, poor inter-institutional collaboration, and hierarchical systems

discourage returnees.
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