Feminism for Polarised Times: A Call for
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In today’s divisive climate, feminist discourse must evolve to be more inclusive and
nuanced. While structural inequalities must be addressed, equating all gender-related issues
under a singular narrative can blur distinctions between privilege and vulnerability. Writer
Ruchi Gupta argues for a feminism that acknowledges complexity — one that balances
public policy reform with everyday negotiations within families. Instead of starting with
antagonism, feminism should consider empathy and cooperation, especially among
marginalised men. A compassionate feminism can distinguish between systemic injustice
and personal dynamics, and work towards solidarity rather than division.

Key Points:

e Feminist discourse often flattens differences between interpersonal and structural
issues.

Daily negotiations and small acts contribute significantly to gender progress.
Oppression must be addressed, but context matters in evaluating relationships.
Recognising men’s emotional and economic struggles can build solidarity.

A compassionate, complexity-embracing feminism avoids unnecessary antagonism.
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1.According to Ruchi Gupta, what is a risk of applying a purely structural lens to personal
relationships?

A. It strengthens patriarchy

B. It oversimplifies diverse interpersonal dynamics

C. It improves feminist solidarity

D. It supports legal protections

Answer: B. It oversimplifies diverse interpersonal dynamics

Applying a structural lens too rigidly can flatten the complexities of human relationships and
ignore nuances like mutual care and shared responsibilities.
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2.What does the author suggest as a strategic need for feminist discourse in current
polarised times?

A. Stronger legal actions against men

B. Total separation of personal and political issues

C. Adoption of a more compassionate and empathetic feminism

D. Rejection of male perspectives

Answer: C. Adoption of a more compassionate and empathetic feminism

A more empathetic feminism, Gupta argues, will reduce backlash and create space for
inclusive dialogue and change.
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